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Covered bridge reflects the past | 


By. KURT RENTMEESTER 
isi Staff Writer 


MISHICOT — The village’s 
first cedar-covered bridge will be 
a familiar reminder of those seen 
elsewhere a cenutry or more 
ago. 

Its foundation, a concrete 
bridge on Rockway Road that 
crosses the East Twin River, was 
built in 1925 for truck traffic 
headed back and forth to West- 
ern Condensory, said Jim Froe- 
lich, Mishicot chief of police. 

Western Condensory was a 
dairy processing plant that went 
through several name changes 
before closing in the 1960s. When 
it was built, trucks were much 
smaller and this narrow bridge 
was constructed to handle the 
vehicles of that era, Froelich 
said. 

When the plant closed, the 
bridge was less used, but it con- 
tinues to link visitors between 
Main Street and the Mishicot Vil- 
lage Park. 

The bridge will be dedicated 
during a special ceremony at 9 
a.m., Saturday during Mishicot’s 
Sesquicentennial celebration, ac- 
cording to George Krause, a rep- 
resentative of the Mishicot Area 
Growth and Improvement 
Committee. 

Remodeling what was an open 
concrete bridge into a rustic ce- 
dar covered one was proposed in 
early 1986 by Froelich to the vil- 
lage board. 

At that time, state Department 
of Transportation officials said 
the bridge probably wouldn’t 
pass another inspection due both 
to its width and its age, he said. 

“The basic structure had de- 
teriorated,” Froelich said, refer- 
ring to the condition of the 
concrete. 

Barely a two-lane bridge, mo- 
torists ended up waiting on the 
other side rather than trying to 
pass other vehicles. 

The bridge’s transfer from bar- 
ren concrete to a more rustic 
look involved cedar walls and 
asphalt shingles that have a ce- 
dar look to them, he said. 

Cedar sides and woodwork 


The covered bridge on Rockway Street will be the site of a dedication at 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday during Mishicot’s Sesquicentennial weekend. The 62-year-old concrete 
bridge was deemed too narrow for vehicular traffic in 1996 by the state Department 


were built by a Wisconsin Con- 
servation Crew that came in Sep- 
tember to do the bulk of the con- 
struction. In January and Febru- 
ary they worked on the frozen 
East Twin River to put the sides 
up. 


Several local volunteers, in- 
cluding some local businesses, 
got involved in the project, 
Krause said. Plans also involved 
placement of cedar fences on the 
park side of the bridge. 

“When the state came to me 
and told me we had to do some- 
thing, we’d always been looking 
at a link for downtown traffic be- 
tween the park and the down- 


town,” Froelich said. 


Constructing the covered 
bridge and turning it into a 
pedestrian site turned out to be a 
much more cost-effective pro- 
cess in the long run, he said. 


‘ 


In the spring of 1996 the state 
Department of Transportation 
sent a letter to the village board 
informing of them of a six-month 


timeline to either widen the facil-. 


ity or close it. 
(See BRIDGE, Page C-6) 
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of Transportation. The Mishicot Village Board closed the bridge in September, giv- 


ing trustees the option of leaving it open for pedestrian traffic. The cedar sides and 
roof were built during the winter. 


Your Wedding 


Peeception With Us 


We have many styles and a wide variety of meals 


for you to choose from. 
(Serving family or Buffet Style) 


Cedar Ridge Chicken Chicken and Hot Ham 
Chicken and Beef Tips Chicken and Pork Tips 
Chicken and B-B-Q Ribs Chicken and Swiss Steak 
Chicken and Baked Cod Beef and Pork Roast 


All above include: 


Whipped Potatoes Gravy Dressing Hot Vegetable Sauerkraut 


Cole Slaw Salad Cranberries Dinner Roll & Butter 
Coffee Milk Dessert-Kneecaps 
Butter noodles served with Beef and Pork Tips 


